
Library Design
Public Consultations
June 22-29, 2024



Presentation:
• Objective

o schedule & budget
• Scope 

o site conditions 
o codes

• Steering Committee’s 
work

• A draft layout option
• Discussion & DESIGN!



Objective: 
to provide a comfortable, efficient and supportive space for 
the library that everyone can embrace and enjoy!

• By December
• For under $1m

• In given space of 6,500 
sq.ft.  (current 4,800 sq.ft.)

Questions regarding how ‘temporary’ this is should go to new Council nominees. A new building would take 
lots of time and money, but the existing lease is up. RQM has offered  a space now.



Global Empire Corporation

Belliveau
Veinotte

Empty 6,500 sq.ft.

Site: Liverpool Business Development Centre

Between Hwy 103 exits 19 and 20A, off route 3. Connects Rail Trail with Trestle trail for Active Transportation.



• Site Conditions
o Other tenants: shared facilities? entries, washrooms, 

parking; maintain secure access; minimize disturbance; …
o Floor: Carpeted concrete slab on grade – to remain with 

some areas removed? Impacts new plumbing and 
electrical extension work (time and $);

o Infrastructure includes: new HVAC by Sept.; existing A/C 
vents & air return, office lights & sprinklers; electricity only 
comes down through columns, none in outer walls. 

o 10-ft wall height to ceiling tiles.

Scope: 



Codes
• Fire safety and other NS Building Code requirements

o 2 means of ‘egress’ (ways out), including BV tenant
o Schedule D for Compliance methods for existing buildings
o Occupant Load for classroom style assembly ex. 30 ppl in 600 sf
o Need 6 washrooms for 200 people, 8 for 250 in Assembly 

Occupancy. Existing washrooms are gendered.

• Accessibility standards go beyond current codes and are not 
only about mobility! Visual fire alarms, independent lighting 
controls, …
•  

Scope: 



Rough Cost Estimates (depending on priorities)

Discussion can help 
determine which areas 
are priorities

to support widest range of 
programming for all users.

- Exterior site work and façade
- Internal division of space
- Plumbing & Electrical 
- Special elements
- Aesthetics & comfort



Steering Committee’s work:
• General requirements & list of considerations

o variable lighting & furniture options, plenty of outlets, strong 
wifi, balance of privacy and sight lines for safety…

o range of rooms for programming: staff, teens, …

•  Input from community
o range of program options incl food literacy and related;
o flexibility of spaces for broad uses (cooking, recording, etc.);
o outdoor space & recreational support;  
o full accessibility & inclusion  

  



Exterior Design considerations:

• Identity
• Signage

• Lighting
• Parking

• Exterior spaces
• Wayfinding

Need to balance expenditure with impact and long term. 



Exterior Design of approach if on South side

Recessed Drop off zone
• 2 way traffic
• Maintain # stalls 

Protected Drop off aisle
•1-way traffic flow
•Reduced # stalls

Recreation: Bike racks, equipment loan? Picnic Tables or gardening tables? Tether Ball or 4 Square ?

vs.



Interior design: 
What’s fun & attractive while realistic & valuable?

• Lighting
• Furniture

• Wall treatment
• Flooring

• Flexibility
• Accessibility



Interior design ideas … Quality vs. Price ($30,000 approx. each) 

Atlantic Business Interiors

Balance sightlines and visibility vs. privacy needs. Modular design.
Options for personal, small office and medium (teen) rooms,
accessible, with sound proofing, sliding doors & connectivity



2” foam, choice of fabric tops $250 Range of sizes $700-900

L: loveseat $1,300
    single chair $900
   3-seat sofa $1,70

    R: 3-tier 
    shelving $900

Ven-Rez in Shelburne



Flexibility: heights, 
arranging clusters … 
$250 for ‘pinwheel’, 
$260 writeable surface

Accessible tables   $275

Lego table   $150 



Adjustable height &/or 
folding/rolling tables  ?

Electrical layout flexibility



Playful constructions & furniture, 
mural ideas, writeable walls, …



Preliminary Design Layout 1 

Entry on East side?
Enclose bright 
program rooms?
New washrooms?
NB amount of 
shelving, existing AC



Entry & open lounge on East side. No new washrooms.

kids

Preliminary Design 
option



Preliminary Design 
       Layout 2 

Concept to use 
existing 
washrooms with 
2 new Universal 
saves space & $.

Open areas for 
flexibility & light.

Use South side for main entry



Preliminary Design 
Layout 2 
Retractable 
dividing wall in 
program rooms.

Vestibule for 
weather barrier.



• Feedback

• Questions

• Priorities

• … ???

accessibility@regionofqueens.com

• open for input til July 6

• in any format

 902-354-3455
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